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Have you not seen, in your history text-books,
charts representing the line of descendant of the
various ruling families ? Each of them starts with
a great grandsire and then branches out into sons
and daughters, who, each of them, again spreads out
into an array of grandsons and grand-daughters ....
ad infinltum. Don't these printed charts look like
a tree with its root up !! And they are literally called
in English as the charts of family-trees ! If our
modern historians, in their matter-of-fact, unpoetic,
approach to data, can come to use such a poetic Idea
of a family-tree, would you not, if not in sympathy,
at least in an Intellectual understanding give the
Rishis of the Upamshads the benefit of the doubt ?

In short, the Upanishad wants us to understand
only the simple fact that the finite world, the Aswatha?
is Itself rooted In Truth and maintains itself from the
nourishments drawn from the Absolute Truth. The
Sarnsar is a **tree'\ mainly because It can be cut down
and removed once and for ever with the firm axe of
discrimination (viveka). Refer Gita, XV, 3,

1 1 ? U
Yad idam kinca jagat sarvam
prana-ejati nihsrtam;
Mahad bhayam vajram udyatam^
yaye-tad vidur amrtas te bhavanti.
(2) This whole universe evolved from the Brahman*.
move (vibrates) in the Prana (in the highest   Brahinm)-